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Parish Council 
Church of the Holy Rosary Nativity of Our Blessed Lady 

1510 Adee Avenue, Bronx NY 10469 
Minutes of January 8, 2020 

 
Present: Fr. Dennis Williams, Clem Bele, Linda Cahill, Sean Cahill, Donna Claire Chung, Hilda Cuesta, 
Robert D’Alessandro, Barbara Guzman, Gerard Hahn, Mary McCabe, Wendyann Ocasio, Mary Ann Piti, 
John Reide, Cecile Rodriguez, Mary Sullivan, Esmond Waldron. 
Excused: Joseph Perota, Millie Perota. 
Absent: Henry Schwalbenberg. 
Guest: Allen Sullivan  
  
Opening prayer – offered by Linda Cahill 
 
Opening statement: Chair 
Everyone received a copy of the minutes of November 6, 2019 for review. Are there any comments 
regarding the minutes?  

• Mary McCabe pointed out that on page 3, bullet #2, the statement “out turn for the Rosary for 
Life” was incorrect and should read, “turnout”.  Her correction was accepted and noted.  

• A motion to approve the November 6th minutes was made by Mary Sullivan and seconded by 
John Reide. 

 
No Committee reports for this Meeting by: 
 

o Parish Life 
o Northeast Bronx Deanery 
o Religious Education  
o RCIA 
 

Committee Reports: 
  
Committee of Black Ministry – submitted by Barbara Guzman 

• Fr. Kareem Smith will be the celebrant for the Dr. King Mass on January 19 at the 1pm Mass.  
• We’re still working on finding a celebrant for the Black History Month Mass, as our scheduled 

celebrant is unavailable and cancelled.  
 
Financial Report – submitted by Gerard Hahn  

• The 2018/2019 Holy Rosary/Nativity Parish Annual Financial Report to parishioners presents a 
one-page summary of receipts and disbursements, and is available for your review. The report is 
intended to be distributed to parishioners a weekend prior to the 40 day Lenten period, 
introducing parishioners to the season of Lent, followed by the parish’s finance performance. The 
report will appear on the Bulletin cover page. 
o The report shows total receipts for this fiscal year are $1,064,933 versus $578,176 the 

previous year (note, this year’s receipts include two one-time bequests totaling $473,322).  
Absent these bequests, total receipts would have been $591,611. 

o 78.6 percent of total receipts (excluding two bequests) were generated via Sunday, Christmas, 
and Easter collections. This emphasizes the importance of the need for a steady, strong, and 
sustained offertory by parishioners, including parishioner attendance and Sunday Masses. 

o Key receipts variances include:  
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• Sunday collections were  $418,339 during 2018/2019 versus $404,713 during 2017/2018 
– a 3.4% increase.  

• FWH rental income was   $53,438 during 2018/2019 versus $45,432 during 2017/2018 – 
a 17.4% increase. 

• Total expenditures for 2018/2019 were $702,310 versus $726,749 last year (a decrease of 
3.4%). 

• Keep in mind that total expenditures include the Regional School Support of $43,001. 
• In summary, in viewing our receipts and disbursements, Holy Rosary/Nativity yielded a 

surplus of $362,623 this past fiscal year, principally due to the two bequests. Absence 
of these bequests, Holy Rosary would have incurred a deficit of $110,700 – versus a 
deficit of $150,583 last year.  

• The average Sunday adult attendance was 737; as compared to 788 the previous year – a 
decrease of 6.5 percent.  Despite a reduction of Sunday attendance, the average Sunday 
collection this past year was $8,203 versus $7,783 the previous year, an increase of 5.1%. 
Parishioner attendance is critical to the well-being of Holy Rosary/Nativity and the 
Council’s interest.  

 
Holy Name Society – submitted by John Reide 

• The Bishop Sheridan room is finally complete after much hard work.  
• The International Brunch will be held on Sunday February 23, from 10am until 2pm. (After each 

of the Masses). Tickets are $10 each adult.  
 
Liturgy Committee – submitted by Yvette Armstrong  

• We decorated for Christmas and donated four new trees to the church. We have four older, color 
coded trees to give away, if anyone is interested.  

 
Media – submitted by Fr. Williams  

• The topic of the Facebook page has been tabled for now.  
 
Nursing Home Ministry - submitted by Robert D’Alessandro 

• Our Nursing Home Ministry is back to regular schedule after returning from two weeks off for 
Christmas break.  

• We need more people to volunteer as regular volunteers move away and have other 
commitments.  

 
Rosary Altar Society: submitted by Wendyann Ocasio 

• Linda Cahill and Nanette Severino have discovered an easier design to create the baptismal bibs. 
We also purchased some ready-made bibs and have an adequate supply to last a while.  

• Our Annual Holiday Luncheon was held Saturday, January 4, at Fratelli’s.  There were 23 
attendees, including Fr. Pleho.  A good time was had by all who attended.  

• We continue to plan our on-site day of prayer. We are working toward finding a guest speaker for 
the month of May.  

 
Dinner Dance Committee - Submitted by Robert D’Alessandro 

• There was a lower attendance than in previous years we believe due to the change of date. 
However, there was still a good turnout.  

• We will seek to move it back to October this year.  
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Senior Club – Submitted by: Mary Ann Piti 
• Good Evening, our trip to Wind Creek Casino, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania on Veteran’s Day, 

November 11th was a success – 37 attended.  
• Mark Saplicki, representing The North East Bronx Association asked if our group could collect 

food for Thanksgiving (which went to the Oblate Sisters on Astor Avenue). He also asked if we 
could donate toys for their Toys for Tots program. We were then invited to their Christmas 
luncheon at Fratelli’s Restaurant to say thank you. While there I met the president of the now 
disbanded AARP Senior Group.  To make a long story short, we now have 12 new members to 
our group  

• We ended our December meeting with a grab bag and raffle of small gifts donated by one of our 
members. Plus we celebrated our December birthday members and had a small glass of 
champagne to toast Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

• Del D’Alessandro and I are planning for a guest speaker- Elaine Gottesman from the Visiting 
Nurse Service of New York, Monday, January 27th. This meeting will be open to the whole 
parish. Information will be in the bulletin.  

• Plus we are now starting to plan our annual trip to Woodloch in Hawley, Pennsylvania for 
Monday, November 9th through Friday the 13th.  

 
Pastor’s Comments – Fr. Williams 

• Father thanked Charlotte Fazio for her efforts with our annual Christmas Sharing Tree. It was our 
most successful year to date. 

• Father Williams deferred to Robert D’Alessandro regarding the commercial stove/oven in FWH. 
o Is keeping the stove in FWH worth it?  Looking at quotes and trying to see if it’s worth it. 
o Annual maintenance of the Ansul system (stove hood fire suppression system, is roughly 

$1600. No sprinkler system, and there are 21 fire extinguishers that have to be maintained 
throughout the building).  

o Fines incurred in September 2019 for not having an updated Ansul system were $3000. 
o Necessary Quarterly cleaning of the system (which is hardly ever used) is $350 – $400 – it 

costs us that much just for the inspection stickers (when an inspector comes out for a visit). 
o Looking at the feasibility of purchasing a regular stove. 

• Father asked that we pray that we find a new music director. He informed us that interviewing is 
a slow but steady process and the search continues.  

• Father Williams spoke with Mark Suarez of Msgr. Farrell HS on Staten Island concerning the 
benefits available to us through a Solar program. Fr. Williams informed us that Holy Rosary is 
now receiving these benefits.  

• Fr. Williams shared with us that Fr. Pergjini, pastor of St. Lucy’s, has been requested to transfer 
to Albania, which leaves St. Lucy’s temporarily without a pastor.  

• Fr. Williams stated that the cluster meetings to discuss the viability of 3 local parishes continue.  
• Father asked that we keep, Rosemarie Rubino, in our prayers.  

 
Old Business: 
 

New Constitution:   
• It is prudent to revisit and re-examine such an important document with the passage of time and 

changing circumstances. To that end, this Committee was initially convened to revise our Parish 
Constitution. This revision process required prayer, research, a critical review of the existing 
constitution, substantive meetings, invaluable input from stakeholders, recommendations, and a 
draft revised constitution.  

• Yvette Armstrong informed the Council that “On page five (5) within the constitution there is 
now a provision to have an “extra” person fill a vacancy when and if the need arises.  
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• The Pastor acknowledges and appreciates the time, effort and the seriousness of the deliberative 
process by the Parish Council and the Committee, and the Committee is grateful for his support.  

• After the review and discussion, the New Constitution was approved and will be presented to Fr. 
Williams for adoption.   

  
Comments or questions: 

• Council Member Clem Bele shared a page from another parish’s bulletin which included a blurb 
“From the Pastor’s Desk” sharing information with the parish. Clem opined that he felt the 
Church should be getting directions from our Church leaders regarding the upcoming national 
elections. 

• Fr. Williams pointed out that the Church makes available to all parishioners, a “Christian Voter 
Guide”. 

 
Closing Prayer for January 8, 2020 offered by:  Mary Sullivan 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday March 4, 2020, at 7:30 pm, FWH 
 
Volunteers for our next meeting: 
 

➢ Opening prayer – Clem Bele 
➢ Closing prayer – Barbara Guzman 
➢ Hospitality – Wendyann Ocasio and Mary Sullivan  

 
 
Reminder: If a member is unable to attend a meeting, please inform the Pastor (718-379-4432) or 
one of the Executive Board members. 


